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TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER  

RECRUITING SUBJECTS FOR STATE-FUNDED ALZHEIMER’S RESEARCH 

 

 LUBBOCK – Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center researchers are 

recruiting 125 people with Alzheimer’s disease to participate in state-funded research. 

The research, which is a part of the Texas Alzheimer’s Research Consortium, will 

explore how genetics and inflammatory changes in the blood affect the onset of this 

disease. 

 

 Randolph Schiffer, M.D., chair of the Department of Neuropsychiatry and 

Behavioral Sciences at TTUHSC, said it is exciting to be only one-of-four institutions in 

the state involved in the consortium and but most importantly, contribute to the possible 

research that will find answers to Alzheimer’s disease.  

 

 “This research holds great promise for advancing our understanding of the 

possible triggers of Alzheimer’s disease that could lead to earlier diagnosis and 

improvements in patient care and quality of life,” Schiffer said. 

 

 Texas Sen. Robert Duncan of Lubbock supports the consortium. “The Texas 

Alzheimer’s Research Consortium is doing ground-breaking work,” Duncan said. “I am 

proud that the Legislature provided $2 million for Alzheimer’s research in 2005, the first 

state appropriation of its kind in Texas history.  And, there is more work to be done.”   

 

  More than 200,000 Texans and their families are coping with Alzheimer’s 

disease today.  That number is projected to more than double to about 500,000 cases by 

2025. 

 

 “Participating subjects in this research will benefit from having some of the 

nation’s top Alzheimer’s researchers, from our institution and the three other member 

institutions of the Texas Alzheimer’s Research Consortium, using their genetic and blood 

data to help answer research questions about onset, triggers and progression of 

Alzheimer’s disease,” Schiffer said. 
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 Other member institutions of the Consortium are Baylor College of Medicine, The 

University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center and University of North Texas Health 

Science Center. 

  

 Persons interested in participating in this study should contact Merena Tindall, 

R.N., at 1-806-743-2935 or merena.tindall@ttuhsc.edu.   
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