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World Alzheimer Report Projects Alzheimer’s, Dementia Will Nearly Double 
Every 20 Years 
 

A new report released today by Alzheimer’s Disease International estimates that more than 35 million 

people around the world are living with Alzheimer’s disease or other types of dementia.  Those 

estimates are about 10 percent higher than what scientists had predicted only a few years ago. 

 

“Barring a medical breakthrough, the World Alzheimer Report projects dementia will nearly double 

every 20 years.  By 2050, it will affect a staggering 115.4 million people, the report concludes.” 

World Alzheimer Report 2009 Full report      World Alzheimer Report 2009 Executive Summary 

 

Relating this development to Alzheimer’s Research in Texas: 
 

Beginning this month, the Texas Alzheimer’s Research Consortium is receiving a record $6.85 million 
over the next two years from the State of Texas to find ways to better diagnose, treat and prevent 
Alzheimer’s disease.   By 2010, 340,000 Texans and their families will be affected -- a 20 percent 
increase from 2000.  The number of AD cases in Texas is expected to reach about 470,000 by 2025. 
 
This funding will support new studies into the impact of Alzheimer’s on Hispanics, Texas fastest-
growing population group, and new work with patients with Mild Cognitive Impairment. 
 
Dr. Roger Rosenberg, Director of the Alzheimer’s Disease Center at UT Southwestern, said the 
Consortium’s focus on identifying “risk genes” and biomarkers contributing to Alzheimer’s onset could 
lead to the development of drugs “to begin the end of Alzheimer’s disease in our lifetime.”  The World 
Alzheimer Report  identifies age as the biggest driver of Alzheimer’s but identifies some of the same 
factors that can trigger heart disease – obesity, high cholesterol and diabetes – as possible risk factors 
for dementia.   

“The Texas Alzheimer’s Research Consortium is examining these same factors in our search for a 
breakthrough that will better diagnose, slow the progression, and prevent Alzheimer’s disease,” said 
TARC Project Coordinator Jim Hinds.   

http://www.alz.org/national/documents/report_full_2009worldalzheimerreport.pdf
http://www.alz.org/national/documents/report_summary_2009worldalzheimerreport.pdf


FOR MORE INFORMATION:   

Dr. Robert Barber -- Scientific Coordinator for the Texas Alzheimer’s Research Consortium, Assistant 
Professor of Psychiatry, UT Southwestern Medical Center, 214-648-8043 office; (817) 939-8326 cell  
 

Janis Monger -- Public Education Coordinator, 512-296-8043 (cell) 

 Can arrange interviews with TARC researchers in Dallas, Fort Worth, Lubbock, Houston and San 

Antonio and provide additional information 

 

The  
 
                                                                                                                                                                                            
            

Texas Alzheimer’s Research Consortium 
Meeting the Alzheimer’s Disease Challenge  
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HISTORY OF STATE-FUNDED ALZHEIMER’S RESEARCH 
 

Texas lawmakers authorized the creation of the Texas Alzheimer’s Research Consortium and the first 

state funding ($2 million) for Alzheimer’s research in 2005.  State funding for Alzheimer’s research has 

steadily increased: $3.9 million for 2007-09 and $6.85 million for 2009-11.   

 

The Consortium’s original partner institutions are: Baylor College of Medicine, Houston; Texas Tech 

University Health Sciences Center, Lubbock; University of North Texas Health Science Center, Fort 

Worth; and The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas.  A fifth research partner—

The University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio—was added in September 2008 by the 

state’s oversight entity, the Texas Council on Alzheimer’s Disease & Related Disorders, and will receive 

its first Consortium funds for Alzheimer’s research on September 1
st
, 2009. 

 

The record $6.85 million in state funding for Alzheimer’s research over the next two years will enable: 

 A new research focus on the impact of Alzheimer’s on Hispanics (UTHSC-San Antonio will take 

the lead) 

 First-time recruitment of patients with Mild Cognitive Impairment for TARC research 

 Expansion of collaborative research between the TARC institutions to identify blood biomarkers 

and genetic triggers to improve diagnosis, treatment and prevention of Alzheimer’s -- and identify 

links between Alzheimer’s and cardiovascular disease, diabetes, inflammation, depression, and 

other health conditions 

 
 

ALZHEIMER’S FACTS 
                 



 A projected 340,000 Texans will live with Alzheimer’s disease (AD) by 2010.  Texas is third in 

the nation in the number of Alzheimer’s deaths.   

 One in six women and one in 10 men age 55 and older can expect to develop Alzheimer’s in their 

lifetime—and women are nearly twice as likely as men to develop AD.  

 The total value of unpaid care provided by family members to AD patients in Texas is $7.2 

billion (2009)—ranking Texas second in the U.S. (behind California). 

 In Texas, 77% of nursing home patients have some level of cognitive impairment, almost half 

moderate to severe. 

 
TARC MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS  
 

 Recruited more than 800 Texans from across the state to volunteer for Alzheimer’s research since 

2005. 

 
 Identified a simpler, more accurate way to measure smaller incremental changes in dementia 

progression, potentially making it possible to differentiate between MCI (pre-dementia) and very 

early Alzheimer’s disease and to tailor therapies to delay AD onset. 

 Established a centralized Texas Alzheimer’s DataBank of uniformly collected clinical, 

neuropsychological, and laboratory data on AD research subjects, along with Texas’ first bio-

bank of stored blood tissue and DNA data to support future AD research. 

 Texas can track large numbers of patients and repeat genetic, blood biomarker, and 

psychometric testing over time to pinpoint markers for disease progression and develop therapies 

to better treat and slow the disease. 

 


